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From the meeting on Thursday, December 3, 2009
Cathy Anderson passed around Thank You letters from Easter Seals, Ronald McDonald and letters from the students from Gallaher Elementary school, thanking our Club for our support.  Cathy gave us an update on how the TOUCH program was progressing; several shopping teams have already begun purchasing the clothing and gifts for the approximately 98 orphans and foster kids.  Besides our Club we have also gotten the Boys and Girls Club and Wilmington Christian School involved in helping to purchase the clothing at JC Penny.  Dave Bonk has had success in getting publicity for the TOUCH program with online articles on Delaware Online (see below), radio announcements on WJBR and possible future coverage on WHYY.
A short video was also shown on the Can Do Play Ground, to provide the Club with additional information on what the Can Do Play Ground project in which our Club is considering is about.
Delaware Online Article about the TOUCH Program
The Christiana Rotary Club announced today that it has 85 orphaned children on its holiday shopping list this year. In the 6th year of its program to provide a happy holiday for Delaware’s orphans, the club has formed six buying groups to meet the needs and hopes of the kids on its list. Purchasing will be taking place over the next week.

The program began with gifts provided for four orphans in 2004 and has grown every year. Last year, 80 orphans had their holiday wish lists fulfilled through the organization’s T.O.U.C.H. program which stands for Transform One Unique Child’s Heart.
Foster Care Kids Have Basic Needs Plus Receive Something Fun
“We were just looking for a way to help needy people during the holidays and found that many of these orphans would not have a Christmas or holiday without our intervention,” says Frank Alteri, a club member who helped develop the program. “Many of these kids are in foster care and have very basic needs such as a set of clothes to wear or a new pair of gloves. We get those practical things plus something fun like a toy or an electronic game,” he said. Alteri’s staff at Wells Fargo Advisors helps with some shopping and does most of the sorting and packaging.

Christiana Rotary Club has been working with the State of Delaware Office of the Child Advocate which contacts the volunteer attorneys who are the legal representatives of the children. The attorneys ask each child for a wish list of clothing and toys. Rotary members then work with local merchants and organize shopping groups to purchase the gifts. The children specify sizes, colors and types of clothing on their lists and, of course, their hopes for a toy or two. A typical list might include a winter coat, scarf and gloves, underwear, a new dress, and a Barbie doll and an electronic game.


Wilmington Christian School Students to Help with Shopping This Year
With the program expanding each year, additional help was needed. That assistance has come from Wilmington Christian School students who are taking part in one of the buying groups. “Who knows more about what kids want, than other kids their age?” says Alteri. Funding
The cost of the program is about $100 per child or about $8500. Financial support comes primarily from fundraisers conducted by the Rotary Club; but also from grants received from Wachovia Wells Fargo Foundation’s “Investing in Our Communities” Project and from a grant from Rotary District 7630. 

The children served range in age from one to 18 years and are the benefactors of many peoples’ efforts including some merchants like JCPenny at the Christiana Mall, which provides shopping assistance. The Club’s goal is to meet the holiday wishes of every Delaware orphan. With the list growing every year, that is becoming a tall order.

Tax deductible contributions can be sent to the Christiana Rotary Club Foundation, c/o The Christiana Hilton, 100 Continental Drive, Newark, DE 19713. Information about the Christiana Rotary Club and Foundation can be found on its web site at christianarotary.org.

HD TV Raffle to Help Fund TOUCH Program

Tickets were distributed for the Christiana Rotary Club raffle for an HD TV to help fund the TOUCH program and other charitable efforts. Each member is asked to sell 20 tickets at $10 each. Only 500 tickets will be sold to increase the chances to win. At the meeting last week, those present were asked to indicate how many tickets they would like to have in an initial distribution. Since only 500 tickets are being printed, each member is expected to sell every ticket taken. More information will be sent to members or contact Dave Griffith at david@davidpgriffith.com.
	 

Missed You At Today's Meeting 

 

Mary Jane, Ted, Ed, Michelle, Steve W., and Stu.
Report make-ups   

Report make-ups to Susan Reeves. Include the date of the missed meeting, the date of the make-up and describe the nature of the make-up. Send to:

susanc@systemsapproachltd.com
 

 Remember
on-line makeups
And don’t forget you can make-up online. Click on the red box on the left to see what programs are available.
 
	 

50/50 
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Winner at last week's 50/50 drawing. Beth Elswick won $1,035.
Meeting Visitors
Frank Alteri, Frank’s father visited.
	 

 Your Input Is Welcome
 

We'll pass your suggestions and ideas along to the appropriate committee chair. Meanwhile, if you're new to this site, please pay us a visit. 
Our meetings are open to guests and Rotarians from around the world every Thursday at 12:15 p.m. at the Christiana Hilton Hotel.



Upcoming Meetings and Events


December 10

Stephan Murphy, United States Military Academy

December 17

Karen Ceretto Pansak, Animation – How it all Happens.

December 24

No meeting—Christmas Eve

December 29

Holiday Party

	 

Interested in learning more about Rotary?
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"Service Above Self"
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Are you searching for a way to make a difference ... in your community and
around the world?
 

Want to be part of an exciting & motivated group of like minded individuals?
 

Then Rotary may be
just what you are
looking for.
 

Contact us today
to be invited to our next meeting.
 

Call Dave Bonk at
302-737-8405 Ext. 732
 

 



	 
	   

 

  Lunch Menu
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All Meals Include: 

 

Beverages, Dinner Rolls, Chef's Dessert and Great Service from our Special Hilton Serving Team
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December 10th
Blackened Salmon
Spinach Salad, Starch, Vegetable
 

 

Dessert
Assorted Desserts to include Fresh Fruit
and Chef’s Choice of two desserts
 

Alternate Entree Options  
To request an alternate entree, notify Theresa Langan   three days before the meeting.  You can reach Theresa by phone at (302) 631-1543, or you can email Theresa by clicking on the mailbox. (To see what alternate menu items are available,  click here ).  

  




 


	  

 

 

 

 

THE VOICE OF SERVICE    
Weekly Newsletter
 

Rotary Club Of Christiana
Chartered January 15, 1971
 

www.christianarotary.org
Rotary International -  www.rotary.org
District 7630 -  www.rotary7630.org
 

The Voice of Service is published weekly by Christiana Rotary to keep its members, former members, and friends informed
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•CLUB OFFICERS•
Cathy Anderson, President
Ted Elder, President Elect
Susan Reeves, Secretary
Steve Price, Treasurer
Stu Sherman, Past President
 

•BOARD OF DIRECTORS•
 

Frank Alteri - Local Needs
Steve Dewberry - Club Service
Dave Allen - Rotary Foundation
Vessa Fulton - Programs
Dave Griffith - Community Service
Mary Jane Boyle - Vocational
Karen Poore/Roger Boyce - Membership
Dave Schultz - International
Dave Bonk - PR/Website
Vessa Fulton - Programs
Dick Moore - At Large

	 

2009-2010 Rotary Theme
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ROTARY ATTENDANCE TIP
 

Attendance is one of the most important aspects of being a Rotarian. You have invested your time and money in becoming a member. Make good on that investment and get involved!  
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Check Us Out Online!
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www.christianarotary.org


 
 
	The Rotary Club Of Christiana gratefully acknowledges the
sponsors who support our website
 

 

    STEVEN D. DEWBERRY
INSURANCE AGENCY
DAVID SCHULTZ
TELEPHONE SYSTEMS
LAWNS & MOORE
  LANDSCAPING
SYSTEMS APPROACH, LTD.

"LIFE SAFETY THROUGH FIRE SUPPRESSION, PREVENTION AND PROTECTION"  
 

 

 




 

